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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUAN O PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946. 


16 July 1946 
COMMISSIONER: 


ur] Nic Tlwraith 


THE POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The Commission convened at 1033 hours.) 
KURT 

KARL OTTO/KAUFMANN, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

Q. Please repeat this oath after me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing, 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
You may sit down, 
Qe What is your name f 
Karl Otto Kurt Kaufmann, 

Qe Dr. Servatius, will you tell us for whom you appear and what you 
will prove by this witness? 

DR. SERVATIUS: I am here for the Corps of Political Leaders. The 
witness is to testify as a Gauleiter in regard in particular to the relationship 
of the Gauleiter to the higher state offices and to other Gauleiters, 

COMMISSIONER: Will you continue? 

BY DR. SERVATIUS: 
1428 
Q, Withess, you were a Gauleiter from 1925 to 4936-in the Ruhr District 


and from 1928 to 1945 in Gau Hamburg. Is that correct? 
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Ae Yese 

Qe You joined the party in 1921 and after its dissolution you again joined it 
in 1925. From 1923 to 1925 meanwhile you were a_~© perpal e in the Ruhr 
District and upper Bavaria, Is that correct? 

Ae Yese 

[És COMMISSIONER: What sort of worker? 
BY THE WITNESS: 

A/ I worked in mining in the Ruhr District, In upper Bavaria I was a 
wood worker; I was a loading worker, and I worked as an unskilled laborer in the 
building trade. 

BY DR. SERVATIUS: 

Qe What schooling did you have? 

A. I attended the Oberrealschule in Wuppertal-Elberfeld up to and including 
the Obersekunda (Senior College). 

Qe Why did you join the Party? 

A. Because returning as a young soldier from the field, I recognized the 
urgency of the solution of the social problems as g problems eieumppeisbem- of the 
masses. 

Qe Did all members join for the same reasons or were there all sorts of 
groups? 

A, There were different groups joining the party for different reasons, 


Qs What kind of groups were those? 
ok 
A. Basically thal can be divided into three Seinte: The des) Nationalists, 


Oe XE 
the Negative_Anti-semitic and third, the socialistic group. 
pregaire s ? 
COMMISSIONER: /I take it you mean povkbiveigt 


A. No. The reason I characterized this group as negative is because it did 


not have any constructive thoughtse ay 
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BY DR. SERVATIUS: 

Q. Witness, ax if I understand you correctly, you refer with that to the 
Streicher /group? Sa v 
A. Yes. 

Qe Which group did the different levels tanmbckm_ of the Ortsgruppenleiter, 
Kreisleiter and Gauleiter tend to? 

Ae It essentially depermied upon the district they came from and the 
industry. The industrial district generally tended toward socialistic ideas . 

That also pertains to the leader grin ae whom I am being questioned here. That 
inclujes the typical Germanf industrial district, Ruhr District, i 
Saxony, Hambérg, Berlin and other large cities, 

Qe What was the attitude of the Supreme Party Leadership? Which 
group did Hitler belong to? l 

A. We were cowimed that Hitler belonged to the Socialistic Group. 

Q. And Himmler? 

The Nati onalistic Group. 


And Goebbels? 


kas lee 
In be propaganda he was Socialistic, In ibe attitude he was an 


opportunist. a e 
i 


-e 


SrRasseé’ 
Q. What was (Streiohemts latitude? 
ia f 


DR. ORLOV: I believe this to be unnecessary. The operation of the 
leaders of the Nazi Party doesn't mean anything to us at all, 

COMMISSIONER: Dr. Servatius, I don't think this witness' opinions 
as to the opinions of his leaders can be of any values 

DR. SERVATIUS: I believe that it is significant here how the party 
has conceived the attitude of the leaders, The conspiracy for the purpose of an 
aggressive war is being charged. That is why we must know whether those who 


were leading politicg, believed that this was a group dealing with aggressive~ 


“ng 
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war intentions or whether it was dealing with the solution of a social problem. 
COMMISSIONER: Have-you asked him all the questions you are going to 
ask him on that subject? 
tone FRASER 
DR. SERVATIUS: I wanted to ask him in regard to Stweteker, It is an 


es 


essential point in the development of the party in regard to the ease aes of 
Socialism or Nationalism 
COMMISSIONER: For how many people does this witness speak? 
SERVATIUS: 

Q. The witness is to give a general idea of the ideas of other Gauleiters 
also, He himself was Gauléiter in two Gaus __. Witness, how many people were 
in the individual Gaus subordinate to you? 

A. In the Ruhr District about LB, isi and in Hamburg about 1,800,000» 


COMMISSIONER: You are aware, Dr. Servatius of the provisions of 


tady 
paragraph 6b of the order of 13 March which states that evidence is/considered 


h Ga Netter a 
#rrelevant which bears only on thej particular individualg was or was not ignorant 


of criminal purpose and innocent of criminal activit¥es? 

DR. SERVATIUS: The purpose of this ruis that auestions only 
concerning one individual should not be dealt with, It isto exclude the 
personal defense of a witness in his affairs. But here the witness is to testify 
to the attitude of the party and of those Political leaders subordinate to 
him which are a great mass of people. 

COMMISSIONER: Very well, continue but keep it to the point, 


ga 


SERVATIUS: What was Giveteher+s attitude. Cf SIRE 


SSTRASSE l ; 
a. GFR van considered by the Party as a pronounced representative 
——— UR FLAAZER 


of the Socialistic concèpte 
Q. Did the party program not make impossible these different ideas? 


Ae Noe 
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Qe Didn't the so-called party line make these differences impossible? 

A. No, The different concepts of the party were not a process of 
constant flux which was by no means finished. 

Q. Gererally speaking, did the Political Leaders have a uniform line? 

gx idealitical 

A. The political and sxakkiciask attitudes of the Political Leaders were 
based essentially on the resorts of the training activity of the Gauleiter, 

Qe Those different attitudes in different Gaus may have been stressed? 

A, No doubt that is the way it was. ae : ? 

Moaie % descphed notin, ALY op. we haw lane 
Q. Way was a i - ? naiiai Ere 


a e ae 
nases) interior ond foreign pounoyp<ty” 
A, The reasons, no doubt, can be found in the history of the crigin of the 
party. It was during a time where the armed revolt in Germany took place. I 
recall the revolt in the Ruhr District, in Saxony, Berlin, Hamburg and other 
places in Germany. 
QO. Was it formed as a tm defense against an entire organization of the 
Communistic Party of Germany? 
A, No. Inthe first place to protect the execution of its own propaganda 
activities. 
Qe What were the leadership media of the Party? 
A, Leader meetings, oral instructions and circulars, Similar things were 
used in the Gaus. 
O. Who manipulated these leadership media? Did all political leaders have 
the same possibility to employ these media? 
A, Inthe first place, these media were manipulated by Hitler and the 


Reichs leadership of the Party. The Gauleiter had to interpret these directives, 


A certain leeway in interpreting these directives was left up to and including the 


y 
Kreisleiter, But the Kreisleiter too was tied to the interpretations of the wn 


Gauleiter IDM Qe “The Ortsgruppenleiter was given a very definite track as 
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to the execution of his measures. 2% ENA and es E a were the 
executive organs of the Ortsgruppenleiter, 

Q. Was the organization of Political Leiters misused for purposes which 
contr@dicted the official party li = pe And in particular did they ever receive 

Stren 


secret directives PES, ke vetionins the war? 

A, The Political Leaders have executed the orders emanating from the 
Gauleiter up to the beginning of the war and were never given any restricted 
material. In any case, amen, I cannot remember a single such 
directive. During the war it was different bhey} They ýé also received 
secret documents and directives and circulars. They were burdened with them. 
Like in every other country they appeared pertaining to cin = i the war 
and had to be kept secret, 

Qe What instructions did you and the rest of the Political Leaders receive 
in regard to the foreign policy of Hitler? And what conviction did the mass 
of the Political Leaders have? 

Ae We never were called inin order to discuss or confer upon or to 
inquire on foreign political actions before they were executed, After the 
political action had been executed by way of the Reichsleiter and the Gauleiter, 
we were informed of it and pd basis for it. Pertaining to the basic 


political foreign aims, we were informed of the intention of Hitler, the 


revision of the Versailles Treaty and the application of the right to ie 


determination of people in disputed countries ELAS ne peaceful intentions of 

the government had to be stressed in the intention of the political leader, but 
first, they offered a general disarmament, the subsequent offer of limited 
armaments, and the subsequent offer of the aby Od wl of bombardment of 
open cities, That was the official instruction regarding foreign policies of the 


Political leaders. 
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Q. Could one observe definite precepts which would serve to bolster these 
appeals? 

A, Precepts which served to aid these views were the offerswhich I told about 
here and of which the Political Leaders were informed. Later the fact that 
representatives of foreign nations were demonstratively and openly visible to 
the Political Leaders by participating on all national matters, I wish to strees 
three especially impressive events, the Reich Party days, the Olg¢mpiade » and the 
great holiday Congress in Hamburg. About 40 nations participated, including at the 
last) and they celebrated before a great publicz the progress of the German social 
policies, that is, peace policies. I myself witnessed that event. 

O. When did that last event take place which you are telling about? 

A, I believe in 1938. 

Q. Were the Jews persecuted and put in a worse state in order to prepare 
an aggressive war? 

A. In my opinion, no. The most different ideas, nd ideas which in no way were 


unified, were found in the party as pertains to the clarification and solution 


of the Jewish problem, The T group, the socialistic group of the party, z 


; 4 in my ri the Siia of the party member sfpoped to find a positive A 


i = QR ES wea oe STOR, conch o 
solution by a-p+< omy anda : enemy. It solved the 


Jewish problem generally as a capit@listic question. The exponents of this 

system there were not only Jews but also Germans. By overcoming the system 

they hoped to eliminate the economic influence of both of these factors. This group 
never agreed to the road by which the Jewish problem was handled, later perhaps in 
the sense of | Gtredches) a and Himmler, They were convinced that method as propagated ži 
by the _ £ i TaS A which by the way was prohibited in Hamberg, were not 

before against National Socialism, This mass which I believe was the largest 


part of the party members, never believed in a war as far as the Jewish problem 


was concerned, / | 
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Qe Did this fight against the churches take place in order to eliminate 
those who were enemies of war? 

Ae In my concept no. The attitude toward the church problem was entirely 
valid in the party just as it was in the problems discussed heretofore by me, 
My Political Leaders in the Ruhr as well as in Hamburg were trained i 

: ee . s wl jel Or LA Miah 
practical Christianity and in true comradship 4” 2cbuakmexecuted 
socialism, They were not to see any differences actually. This attitude 
resulted in the attitude of the Phlitical Leaders toward the church problem, 

In the Gau Hamburg I myself and my Political Leaders did not participate in the 
struggle against the church as it was customary here and there. We would neither 
imprisonypr did we persecute ministers, 

Qe Witness, we will return to these questions later, I want to hew to the 
line. Were pacifists, free masons and other political enemies also persecuted 
in order to facilitate the leading of the war? 

A. The attitude of the Party leadership was transferred to us like that and 
also has been accepted in that manner by the Political Leaders, 

COMMISSIONER: That doesn't answer the question. 

DR. SERVATIUS: He hasn't finished yet. The witness has not understood 
the question, Have pacifists, free masons and other political enemies been 
persecuted in order to facilitate the leading of the war? 


BY THE WITNESS: 


z 
A. No and I wanted to Hlucidate, 


COMMISSIONER: First you should ask whether they have been persecuted 
to his knowledge. 
DR. SERVATIUS: Mr, Commissioner, at the end I wanted to put questions 


pertaining to actual events in his Gau and that is when it will come oute 
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COMMISSIONER: But that question should be asked in two forms, First, 

does he know that these people - were persecuted, second, if he knows that, 
does he know whether it was or was it done ee forj an rii. See war? First, 
does he know that these people were persecuted, 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 

Q. Witness. Do you know of the persecution of pacifists, free masons and 
political enemies? 

A. I do know that pacifists and free masonry organizations were prohibited 
for the reasons indicated by me and later on, particularly during the war, I became 
aware that obviously some pacifist leaders mmx also were imprisoned. 

Did this persecution take place in order to facilitate an aggressive war? 

In my opinion no. 

Witness, do you know that the unions were dissolved? 

Yes. 

Did this dissolution take place in order to make impossible the resistance 
of the workers to an aggressive war? 

A, No. The workers also had innumerable other possibilities to use 
organizations which were still in existence in order to fulfill this intention, 

If he wanted to do so, he could have used the German labor front for it as well 
as the unions, Because the mass of membership in both organizations practically 
was the same, The reason for the dissolution of the trade unions, in my opinion, 
was to destroy the resistence against a possible intention of eventual aggressive 
war. 

DR. ORLOV: Those are only the opinions and assumptions of this witness, 


He himself is in no position to state that it was so or not so because this 


ad. frn 
witness did not make the policies of the pø% Party bet perhaps emanated with other 


people as Hitler and Himmler and in my opinion, the opinion of the witness is of no 
i 
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interest to us but we want the facts, not assumptions, 
BY THE WITNESS: ‘The precise questions the counsel put to me I have answered 
clearly. 

PAIASSTUER Wr ernu 

DR. SERVATIUS: It is here not a matter of finding a definite deed but 
a definite individual which is something a definite person can testify to. Here 
it is a matter of clarifying a process within an organization with minimum members 
end pertaining to affairs which go over a long period of time. In order to bring 
a witness who, on the behalf of his own knowledge knows of an event, k would 
have to bring in thousands of witnesses, We must choose a road which is a 
substitute for the indifferent novel procedure, kam thus the witness who 
was an essential member of the organization should be able to testify to that 


which he and people subordinate to him or were his superiors, what their 


views were pertaining to such decrees and what their ideas were pertaining to that, 


m f >< ores 
orJd/es/ocg 


COMMISSIONER: I think Colonel Or lo < j əsə against your witness 


giving evidence of what was in the månd of thej leader of the P g’ 


“That would of course have been quite improper and you must try to confine him 
to facts, ane knowledge, 
DR. SERVATIUS: I asked the witness what he has heard and what his 
impression is, 
COMMISSIONER: ppe That is all right, what he has heard, but not what 
he thinks that his leaders intend22, 
DR. SERVATIUS: The intentions of the leadersy¥ also are a subject of the 


procedure because these intentions are alledgea to be criminal ones and the 


organization is to be made responsible for these intentions. 
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COMMISSIONER: Dr. Servatius, If you will not keep to the points 
Onl, 
evidence given before this Commission will be threwn-out. You know perfectly 


well that the object of bringing this witness before the Commission is to give 


evidence of the facts within their knowledge. If you choose to go outside eu 


-nay-ee you are wasting the time of the commission, I don't want to keep interupfting 
ser 
but in your own interest you must try and œe evidence that will be valuable 


to the Tribunal. 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION (continued) 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 
Q. Had you received any directive pertaining to the lynching of 
flyers? 
Ae No, but a directive which said that if it would have been put 


into execution there would have been no objection to the lynching. In 


Kneis 
my beliefs and also in other rtee police and other political leaders have 


received opposite directives and they behaved accordingly. 

Q. Did you receive any directives for the removal of arts and treasures 
with regard to the Einsatzbtab Rosenberg? Do you know of any of them? 

Ae No, T was informed regarding the Hinsatzbtab Rosenberg activities 
only by the press. I know they existed but I do not know what its purpose 
was but the same thing is true of my political leadergof course. 

Q. Did you receive directives pertaining to foreign laborers, so= 
called sine Manes? 

Ae YO8e 

Q. What did these directives contain? 

Ae Of course on the basis of the whole chain of command, political 
leaders did not have any influence on the employment and procurement. Other 
directives received contained always the recurring demand to treat them as 
decently as possible for reasons of productiveness and for reasons of humanity. 
Social work was in the foreground in the Gau leaders and the care of foreigners 
also came for this reason. The political leadersof the DAF and the Kreis 
leaders have received particular instructions from me to pay special attention | 
for the care of foreigners at their hand. Innumereble personal visits at 


camps convinced me of the execution of these orders. 
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Qe What were the relationship of the political leaders to the 
organizations SS and SA} What was the authority organizationally of the 
political leaders at that time? 

A. Organizationally, the SS and SA were outside of the political 
leaderg Gau leaders kreis leaders and ortsgruppen leaderswere authorized to 
employ these organizations within the framework of specific party work, such 
as the delivery of propaganda forms and that sort of thing, to assist them 
in this work. 

Qe What was the significance of the honorary appointment of a politi- 
cal leader to a service grade of such an organization? 

Ae Lower ranks as honorary leaders were appointed and given out by the 
organization leaders themselves. Hitler himself made the appointments for 
higher ranks. An honorary appointment did not at the same time simify a 
service fimction or authority within the organization concerned. There were 
several reasons for commissioning with such ranks. For instance, for service 
for such an organization,in order to coordinate differences between the or gan- 
ization, that is to say tactical reasons and similar reasons. 

Qe What was the relationship between the political leaders and the 
Gestapo? 

Ae In its organization the Gestapo was centrally organized as a state 
within a state. The political leaders because of the mutual relationship of 


the organizations could not give any political or other orders to the Gestapo. 


There may have been cases where, not organizationally of course, but merely 


for personal and influential basis there might have been. The politié@al leaders 


E 


had no authority to issue those orders. 
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Qe In how far was there a connection wrk between party and state P 
har), y 
by a so-called personal union? Is it true that Kreis leade and ata MaA dovy, 


ZSEE ATN 


were together and on the Cau level, Gau loadery and Kreis-toadengas well as 
3 as Gg 


VI? ON 


Gau leadergand Reich defense commudar Is that correct? 
a AIII 

Ae In the first pomby foll owing the seizure of power, a very pro- 
nounced personel union had taken place. This personal union basically 
remained with the Gau leader. There were ministers who were Kreis leaders 
and those who were note From the Gau leader level downward the separation 
of personal union between the party and state officers were out. The principle 
was party office and state office. Even where there was a personal union 
this was to be separated. 


Qe In the Kreis thus, there was & separation between lreis leader 


and Landrat? 
Later 


he As long as there was such a thing as a personal union. summer 
principle of separation was put into effect, 
“personel thine of pmax separation was—put—in_uaion. 

Qe Was there ea separation between Ortsgruppen leader and Mayor? 

That also had heen seperated, but during war time for reasons of 
f personnel, exceptions had been made. 

You also were a Gau leader and Kreis lea-—der? 
Yes. 


And also Reich defense commissioner? 


Yes. 


Untied 
Were these functions Webonteed in order to facilitate preparations 


for war? 
BY COL. ORLOV: 


I believe this question unnecessary. That is the same thing we 


have just discussed, ) p 
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BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
I think the question is permissible. I do not think the answor 
is of much value but that would be for the Tribunal to decide. 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 
The prosecution charges that this fusion of party and state func- 
tions took place in order to facilitate the preparations. 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Ry ee 
That is not the point, /4& is whether the answer of the witness 
would be valuable. 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 
Q. Witness, were the party, the political leaders active in your 
Gau in the sense which is characterized as criminal in the charges here? 
What Reppened at your Gau on the occasion of dissolution of trade mions? 
Ae The occupation of the trade union houses was ordered without any 
threats or measures taken against the union personalities. The officers 


were transferred into fimctions of the DAF. 


(an, 
Oe Weed În your Gau had) been a struggle against the churches? 


Ae Every impediment of church services wers prohibited. It was 
prohibited to compel any party member or civil servant to resign from the 
church. The order pertaining to the execution of ministers of the party 
was not executed up to and including May 1935; more than 30 ministers re= 
mained elsbers. 62 ie partys My personal relationship to the top levels 
of the church, the Protestant and the Catholic, was good until then. My 
political leaders in the Gau were the same. 

BY THE COMMISSIONER: 


Dr. SERVATIUS, de—yes have)many more questions? 
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BY DR. SERVATIUS: 


There are only a few questions left. 

Q. Witness, just what instances in your Gau pertaining to lynchings 
are you aware of? 

Ae In my Gau it is proveable that clear counter orders were issued, 
and in no case has it become a part of mistreatment or killing of flyers. 

Qe How about the persecution of the Jews in your Gau? 

Ae Basically I answered this question in the first part of my 
statement. Personally I not only did not go along with the attempt of 
1938 but by the employment of police and political leaders and Kreis leaders 
I have stopped it. Not a single Jew has suffered physical harm in Hamburg, 
and aside from a few broken windows no property demare has been done. This 
can be explained by the orders to the Kreis leaders that nothing should be 
done in this matter and that they were responsible for that within the area 
of their authority. I have attempted to stop the persecution of the Hamburg 
Jews by intervention with AMT Heydrich» My co-workers are witnesses for that. 
When this was rejected and I did not succeed in it I attempted to and I dia 
succeed in seeing that Jews over 60 were not put in a gas chamber for humane 
reasonse 

Qe Were you aware of what would happen with the Jews, that is to say 

Is bar 

they would be gassed? JMhat 4s-te-sax is characterized as the final tima 
solution of the Jewish problem? 

Ae My political leaders considered it) that time as a solution. 

Qe Did you yourself? 

Ae And when I intervened and could not succeed in keeping the Jews 


of Hamburg in Hamburg I of course attempted to find out what would happen 
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to theme The ANT Heydrich at the time declared that the Hambur g Jews would 
be brought to the general government. There was a large area for their 
settlement and that is where they would be settled. That is the official 
information that I got from Heyf#rich when I asked what was going to happen 
to these people, 
Qe You have testified to the treatment of foreign laborers. Approxi- 
mately how many such foreign laborers were in your Gau? 
Ne T should estimate about 60,000. 
No further questions. 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Does the prosecution wish to cross examine? 
BY MAJOR MURRAY: 
I do note 
BY COL. ORLOV: 
I doe 


BY THE COMMISSIONER: 


Yake 
Will you +e long? 


BY COL. ORLOV: 
About 10 to 15 minutes. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY COL. ORLOV: 
Qe Have you read the book "Mein Kampf"? 
Ae Yese 
Qe Did you agree with what was written in this book? 
Ae I agreed with many things in it, but some of them I did not. 
Qe What were the things you did not agree with? 


Ae With the strong stressing of the Nationalists foreign aims, and 
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with the matters thet ere proposed in the book for the solution of the 
problems of the German Jews. 
Qs As to the racial theories, you did agree? 
Ne Noe I have seen from the very beginning a real danger for 
Germany in the realization of the racial theories. 
Bd 


Qe Then you = not agree with Hitler's settling of international 


problems with arms? 


Sm? 
Ay No. I rather thought e£ a revision course)to be followed. 


Especially as I was well aware that the Gau of Hamburg, of which I was in 
charge, would suffer the same way as it suffered during the first World War 
largely due to international complicated wars. 

Qe So you thought that these international problems and questions 
should have been settled by peaceful ways only? 

Ne Yes, that should have been the serious aim and that is my opinion. 

Qe Then I have to put it to you that in all the main questions you 
did not agree with Hitler? 

Ae I can only say that is not correct because for me the most im- 
portant question was the recreating of a new social order and on this point 
I entirely agreed with Hitler. 

Qe You did not understand me. I meant to say you do not approve, 
do you, of the actions Hitler has taken during these last years, that is 
war, persecution of the Jews, execution of millions of men, women and 


children, etc? That you do not approve of, do you? 
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Ke If the history of the origin of the war as it is shown today 
aan 

by the ebly is correct, thn now I cannot approve of the directions of 
Hitler. What I cannot approve of is the inhuman treatment of people. 

Have you often seen Hitler during the war? 

I have not seen him often but I have seen him several tires. 

Have you discussed different matters with him? 

Yese 

And have you told him that you disapproved of all those matters? 

Only with regard to the matters of which I had knowledge-@g at that 
time. All those matters, Mr. Attorney, which you have referred to I have 

orn 

talked to him) several tines. 

Qe I should think that you in your capacity at the same time as Gau 
Leader and Kreis Leader and Reich defense commissioner should have been 
aware of everything that happened in your Gau? 

Ae Of course I had knowledge of everything that happened in my Gau D 


with the exception of such matters as were taken by the Gestapo or these 


or the things that happened in the concentration camp. As you know there 
was a concentration camp in my Gaus 


And you had no knowledge whatever of what the Gestapo did in your 


Ae Beforehand I never knew anything about what they did and I only 
got information partially as to what had happened. I have friends that have 


tried to free political enemies from concentration camps. I have succeeded 


in freeing the former Sompunista deputees from the concentration camps 
Walter und Westfal 


and many others. 
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Qe Isn't it correct that the Chief of the Gestapo was a member of 
the party too? 


A.* These party chiefs have changed several times in Hamburg but I 


suppose they had been party members. 


oun SiGe lates, 


‘f 
Qe But in their capacity as party members they were used—es—-eorderiios, 


isn’t that correct? 

Ae In matters of organization, administration and in all cases the 
Gestapo men hed bie priority before the party men and $t cae’ ales covered 
by | organization. 

decree -n 

Qe And what meant the tagras of the coordination and unity of the 
state and the party and what meant the personal wion in the Gau and the i 
different areas? 

Ae In my opinion this decree regarding the unity of the party and 
the state meant that the Deputy Fuehrer Hess as representative of the party 
was to take part in all the assemblies of the Reich government. 

Qe And in the Gaus, this was not the same? 

Ae It was the same with the Gaus and to a certain extent, meaning 
that the Gau leader in his capacity as State official was informed about 
measures thet were to be taken and could secure therefore the coordination 
of the matters by the state end the matters by the party. 

In your Gau, were there many concentration cemps? 

There was one, Neuengatmne. 

Have you visited this camp? 

I have visited it four times during eleven years. 

What have you seen there? Everything was 0,K,, or wasn't it? 
What I have seen in the camp itself was OK, but in the labor 


saw 
assignment outside the camp I wxx sometimes thet prisoners were strongly, 


underfed. 
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Qe Have you perhaps heard some complaints by these prisoners? 

Ae I have immediately taken action myself after I have seen that 
on the labor assignments and placements. It has then come to light that 
a firm which was to supply the prisoners with their already low rations 
had stolen part of these rations end this firm was then punished. 

Qe What have you done to improve those camps? > 
Ae I had no influence whatever with those camps but in this case I 


have all the same taken action with regard to the food situation of the 


prisoners. Even in my capacity as Gau leader and Reich defense commissioner 


if I wanted to visit the camp I had to have a special written permission 


of the RSHA. 

Q- How often have you visited the Gestapo? 

Ae NG even once. 

Qe Haven't you had some complaints ag to the mistreatment by the 

Gestapo of some men or women? 

A e I think I know of two cases. 

Qe What cases were they? 

Ae ° I think I remember, no I am sure I remember, one case which was 
the case of Dr. Schonfelder, the 2nd of May, and in this case I have taken 
action immediately and got him free. And the officer who was in charge and 
responsible for this action was removed and pmished. The second case was 
the case of Walter. Walter was the leader of the International League of 
Sailors. The foreign propaganda Rms stated that the Gestapo had ill treated 
this man in my presence. I therefore went there and questioned him and he 
answered the question with a clear "No" and afterwards I had him freed. 

Qe Were you entitled therefore to interfere in all matters that 


happened in your Gau? 
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Ae Noe As far as the Gestapo was concerned that is not correct. 

I was not entitled to interfere. However, I tried and once in a while I 
succeeded. In many cases I did not succeed, 

Qe It may be true that you were not entitled to give orders to the 
Gestapo officials, but however in your capacity as the most important person 
in your Gau and the oldest member of the party there you doubtless had the 
possibility to report everything thet happened either to Hitler himself or 
to other leaders? 

Ae I did not;for reasons of basic convictions, I immediately protested 
against the carrying out of the measures of the new organization of the 
Gestapo. Though I did not know what course the policy of the Gestapowould 


take later on, I opposed from the very x beginning the establishment of 


the Gestapo and its being an independent organization. 


Qe It is therefore correct that you did not agree with many a thing 
that happened in Germany during these last years? For instance, activities 
of the Gestapo, etc. In spite of that you have remained a Gau leader until 
the last moment. Was that honest? 

Ne In every political party there are differences as to the aims of 
the party and the policy that is to be followed to achieve those aims and 
with us there were such difference and on many matters I was in the opposi- 
tion. As to the question of whether it was honest to remmin in office, I 
can only answer that there were only two ways open to me. That is for one, 
to resign my duties end to take the consmuences, that is to emigrate. And 
the other was to eisai eee and to try to help the people that were in 
my area, I have taken the latter course, of course, and whatever may be the 


judgment following on this course I still think that by this means I have 





mein i 


16 July 46 
Kaufmann 


helped many a man in Hamburg. 
No further questions. 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
raek, Yaak ay 
Dr. Servatius, do you) reve-eny-faniker questions fom-sediveet 
2€- examination? 
BY DR. SERVATIUS: 
Noe 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
We will now adjourn for ten minutes. 


(Commission then recessed at 1215 hours) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


KARL OTTO KAUFMANN taken on 16 July 1946. 
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(The Commission convened at 1033 hourse) 


KARL OTTO KURT KAUFMAN, a witness, took the stand and testified as 


OM ISSIONER s 

Q Please repeat this oath after mes 

I swear by God, the Almighty an 1 Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold à add nothinge 

(The witness repeatad the oathe) 

You may sit dowe 

Q What is your name? 

à Karl Otto Kaufmanne 

Q Dre Servatius, will you tell us for whom you appear and what you 
will prove by this witness? 

DR. SERVATIUS: I am here for the Corps of Political Ieaderse The witness 
is to testify as a Gauleiter in regard in particular to the relaticnship of 
the Gauleiter to the higher State offices ad to other GauleiterSe 


COMMISSIONER: Will ycu continue? 


BY DRe SERVATIUS? 


Q Witness, you were a Gauleiter from 1925 tc 19% in the Ruhr District 


and from 198 to 195 in Gau Hamburge Is that correct? 


i 
A Yese 


Q You joined the party in 1921 and after its dissolution you again 
joined it in 1925; From 1923 to 1925 meanwhile you were a worker in the Ruhr 


District enc Upper Bavarilss Is that correctZ 
COMMISSIONER: What sort of worker? 
IE WITNESS s 


A LIworked in mining in tho Ruhr District. In Upper Bavaria I was a 


ry - 
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wood worker; I was a loading worker, and I worked as an unskilled laborer in 
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the buildin; trade. 
BY DRe SERVATIUS: 
What gghooling did you have? 

A T attended the Obeyroalschule in Wuppertal-Elberfeld up to mà 
ineludcin: the Obersekunda (Senior Colleze)e 

Q Why did you join the Party? 

A Boeause returning as a young Soldier from the field, I recognized 
the urgency of the solution of : problems as problems of the masseSe 
Q Did all menbors join í I ne yo2sons or were there all sorts 
of sroups? 


here were difforent croups joining the party for different reasonse, 


Q That kind of croups 


à Basically they can be divided. into three : sg: the pure natimalists, 


the necetively anti-semitie and third, the socialistic groupe 

COMMISSIONER: By negatively I take it you mean passively? 

À No. Tho reason I charecterized this croup as negative is beeause it 
did not have any constructive thouchtse 
BY DRq SERVATIUS: 

Q Viitness, if I mderstand you correctly, you refer with that to the 
Streicher group? 

Q Thich croup did the different levels of the Ortscruppenlciter, 
Kreislater end Gauleiter tend to? 

A It cssentially depended upon the district they came from and the 
industrye The industrial district generally tended toward socialistic idease 
That, also pertains to the leader groups about whom I am being questioned heree 
Tort ineludes the typical German industrial district, Ruhr District, Saxony, 
Henimaps, Berlin and other lar itiese 

Q What wea the attitude-of the Suprem: Party leadership? “Whieh group ` 
did. Hitler belong t o? 

A We wemh ecomvinced that Hitler belonged to the Socialistie Group. 

Q and Himmlor? 


“ The Yetiomlistie Groups 
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Q And Goebbels? 

4 In his propaganda he was Socialistice In his attitude he was an 
opportuniste 

Q What was Strasserts attitude? 

DRe ORLOV: I believe this to be “nnecessarye The operation of the leaders 
of the Nazi Party doesn't mean anything to us at all. 

COMMISSIONER: Dre Servatius, I don't think this witness? Opinions as to 
the opinions of his leaders can be of any valuce 

DRe SERVATIUS; I believe that it is simificant here how thb party has 
conceived the attitude of the leaderse The conspiracy for the purpose of an 
aggressive war is being charcede That is why we must know whether those who 
were leading politicians belicved that this was a croup dealing with aggressive 
war intentions or whether it was dealing with the solution of a social probleme 

COMMISSIONER: Have you asked him all the question you are going to ask 
him on that subject? 

DRe SERVATIUS: I wanted to ask him in regard to Strasser, It is a 
essential point in the development of the party in regard to the question of 
Socialism or Nationalisme 

COMMSSIONER: For how many people does this witness speak? 

BY Di SERVATIUS: 

Q The witness is to give a general idea of the ideas of other Gauleiters 
also. He himself was Gauleiter in two Gause Witness, how many people were in 
the individual Gaus subordinate to you? 


A In the Ruhr District about 7 to 8 million and in Hamburg about 


1, 800, 000. 


COMMISSIONER: You are aware > Dre Servatius of the provisions of pararraph 
6b of the order of 13 March which states that evidence is not considered to be 
irrelevant which bears only on whether a particular individual fas or was not 
ignorant of criminal purpose and innocent of criminal activities? 

DRe SERVATIUS: The purpose of this ruling is that questions only concerning 
one individual should not be dealt with. It is to exclude the personal cefense 
of awitness in his affairse But here the witness is to testify to the attitude 
of the party and of those Political Leaders subordinate to him which are a great 


mas 
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COMMISSIONER: Very well, continue but keep it to the pointe 


BY DR. SERVATIUS: 

Q What was Strasser!s attitudes 

A Strasser was considered by the Party as a pronounced representative 
of the Socialistic concepte 

Q Did the party progran not make impossible these cifferent ideas? 

A Noe 

Q Didn't the so-called party line make these differences imposs: ble? 

A Noe The different concepts of the party were not a process of constant 
flux which was by no means finishede 

@ Generally speaking, did the Political Leaders have a wiiform line? 

A The political and idealistical attitude of the Political Ieacers were 
based essentially on the resorts of the training activity cf the Gauleitere 


Q Those different attitudes in different Gaus may have been stressed? 


A No doubt that is the way it wase 


Q Why was a well organized and disciplined organization built up? 


O 


Was that done for reasons of intericr or foreim policy? 
A The reasons, no doubt, can be found in the history of the oricin of 
the party. It was during a time where the arned revolt in Germany took placee 


I recall the revolt in the Ruhr District, in Saxony, Berlin, Harburg and other 


places in Germarye 


Q 


2 Was it formed as a defense against an entire organization of the 
Commmnistic Party of Germany? 


À Noe In the first place to protect the execution of its cm propaganda 


Q What were the leadership media of the Party? 
Leader meetings, ora] instructions and circulars. Similar things 

were used in the Gause 

Q Who manipulated these leadership media? Did all political leaders 
have the same possibility to employ these media? 
A In the first place, these media were mmipulated by Hitler and the 
Reichs leadership of the Partye The Gauleiter had to interpret these directivese 
A certain leeway in interpreting these directives was left up to and including 


the Kreisleiter. But the Kroisleiter too was tied to the interpretations of the 
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Galeiter while the Ortsgruppenleiter was given a very definite track as to the 
execution of his measurese Blockleiter and Zellenleiter were the executive 
organs of the Ortsgruppenleitere 

Q Was the organization of Political Leiters misused for purposes which 
contradicted the official party line? And in particular did they ever receive 
secret directives pertaining to the beginning of the war? 

À The Political Leaders have executed the orders emanating from the 
Gauleiter up to the beginning of the war and were never given any restricted 
material. In any case, from reccllection, I cannot remember a single such 
directives During the war it was cifferente They also received secret 
documents and directives anc circulars. They were burdened with them. Like in 
every other country they an peared pertaining to the start of the war and had to 
be kept secrete 

Q hat instructions did you and the rest of the Political lex ers re 

revard to the foreign policy of Hitler? And what conviction did the m 


+} 
U 


he Political Leaders have? 

& We never were called in, in order to discuss or confer upon or to 
inquire on foreign political actions before thi ede After the 
political action had been exceuted by way of the Reichsleiter and the Gauleitey i 
were informec of it and the basis for ite Pertaining to the basic political 
fercipn aims, we were informed of theintention of Hitler, the revision cf the 
Versailles Treaty and the application of the right to the determination of 
people in disputed countries alse the peaceful intentions of the ç E had 


to be stressed in the intention of the political leacer,. but first, they offered 


a general disarmament, the subsequent offer of limited armaments, and the sub- 


sequent offer of the stoppage of bombardment of open citiese That was the 


official instruction regarding foreign policies of the Political Leoaderse 
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ould one observe definite precepts which would. serve to bolster 


s which served to sid these views were thecffer 
told about her. and of which the Folitical Leaders wero informed. Later on 
the fact that representatives of forcign nati ns were demonstratively and 
openly visible to the Political Leaders by participating 


> 


matterse I wish to stress three especially impressive events, 


j } ; ) 140 ; 5 ta Hanburo 
rarty cays, the Olympiade, and the grent holiday Congress in Hamburge 


4O mticns participated, including at the last, and they celebrated before 
erent public, the progress of the German social policies, that is, peace 
policicse I myself witnessed that evente 
When cid that last event take place which you are telling abcut? 
I believe in 1938. 
vere the Jews persecuted and put in a worse state in crder to 
prepare an agcressive war 
different ideas, and ices which in 
no way were unified, were f . in the party 2s pertains tothe clarific:tion 
n of the Jewish problem 1 brasser group, the socialis 
arty, in my opinion, containing the mass of the party 
by -planned measures under staff cont: 
as a capitalistic questione 


Jows but, also 


these factors 1s group never agreed to cad by whi >h the Jewish 
problem washandled, later perhaps in the sense of Streicher or Himalere They 
convinced that method as propa ated by the "Stuermer"™ which by tl 
prohivited in Hamberg, were not before 
which I belicve was the largest part-o arty memi never boc- 
as the Jewish prosle 
Did this fight against the churches take place in order to eliminate 
were enemies 
In my concept, noe The attitude toward the church problem 
entirely Valid one in the mrty just as it wes in the problems 


heretofore by me. My Folitical Leaders in the Ruhr as well ^s 


~ 2526 = 





> 


a NN 


IR- , 
a 


in Bee 2 Christianity and in true comradeship anc in very 


They were not tc sxe any differences actually. This atti- 
tude resulted in the attitude of the Folitical Leaders tcward the church pro- 
bleme In the Gau Hamburg I myself and my Political Leaders did not partici- 
pate in the struggle against the church `s it was customary here and there. 

Id neither imprison nor cid we persecute ministers. 
witness, we will return to these questions later. I want to hew 
to the linee Were pacifiets, free masons and other politic] enemies also 
ted in order to facilitate the leading of the war? 
The qttitude cf the Farty l.adership was transferred to us like 
an also has been : pted that manner by the Folitical Leacerse 
COMISSIONER: That doesn't answer the questione 
R SERV TIUS; He hasn't finished yete The witness has not uncerstood 
the questicne Have pacifists, free masons and other political enemies been 


persecuted in order to facilitate the leading c he war? 


ulcç 


uld ask whether they have been persecuted 


pertaining to actual events in his Gau and that is when it will come 
COM ISSIONER: But that question should be asked in two formse 
aces he knw that these perple werepersecutedc, second, if 
know whether it was or was it ‘lone 


he know that these people were persecutece 


rof thepersecution of pacifists, free 
and political enemies? 

I doknow that pacifist and free masonry organizations were pro- 
woitec for the reasons indic2ted by me and later on, partivularly curing the 
or, I became awsre that obviously s me pacifist headers also werc imprisonec. 

Did thas persecution take place in order to facilitate an 
'ressive war? 


my opinion, Ade 
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Witness, do you know that > unions were dissolved? 


Dic this dissolution take place in order to make impossible the 
resistance of the workers to an agrressive war? 

4 Noe The workers also hac innumerable cther possibilities to use 
orgmizations which were still in cx stence in order tc fulfill this inten- 
ticne If he wanted to co so, he could have used the German Labor front for’: 
it as well as the unionsy because the mss of membership in both organizo-= 
tions practically was the same, The reason for the dissolution of the 
trace unions, in my opinion, was bo destroy the resistance against apossible 
intention cf eventual azzressive Wre 

DRe ORLOV: Those are nly the -»inions and “ssumptions of this witness. 
He himself is in no position ` stots that it was so or not so because this 
witness dict n ot make the policies .: he Farty which perhaps emanated fron 

Hitler and Himmler, 1, in my opinion, the ovinion of the 
witness is of no interest to us but {a want the facts, not assumptions. 
BY THE WITNESS: The precise qacsti:iis the counsel put to me I have 
answered clearly. 
Re SERV TIUS; It is here'not a matter of finding a definite deed but 
a definite individual which is something a definite perscn can testify toe 
Here it is a imtter of clarifying a process within an organization with 
minimum menbers and pertaining to affairs which go over a long period of 
times In order to bring a witness, who, on behalf of his -own knowledge 
knows of an event I would have to bring in thousands of witnesses. We 
reac which is a substitute for the indifferent novel procedure, 
thus the witness who was*an essenti: /. menbor of the organization should be 
able to testify to that which he anc. »eople subordinate to hin or were his 
supericrs, what their views were perv. _ning to such decrees and what, their 
ideas were pertaining to that, 

COMMISSIONER: I think Colecnel rlov protcsted a: ainst your witness 
giving evidence of what was in the "nd of the other leaders of the party. 
That would of course, have been quite improper anc you must try to confine him 
to facts and his cwn knowledsece 
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DRe SERVATIUS: 

impre ssion ise 
COMMISSIONER: 

intended. 


thinks thet his leaders 


DR. SERV..TIVUS: The intentions 


the procedure because these intenticns 


anc the organization is to be ade 
ava tis a ae 2 
COISSIONER: Dre Servatius. 
evidence given before this Commissi 


well that the object cf bringing thi: 


give evidence of the facts within his 


Side that you are wasting the tive 
interrupting but in your interest 


will be valuable to the Tribunal. 


I asked the witnesswhat he has heared 


That is all riczht, 
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and what his 


what he has heard, but ndt what he 


the leaders also are a subject of 
J 
be criminal ones 


are alleged to 


onsible for these intentions, 
you will not keep to the point, 
sill be irrelevant. You know perfectly 
witness- before the Commission is to 

If you go out- 
the commissione I don't want to keep 


you must try and get evidencc,that 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION (continued 
SERVATIUS: 
Had you received any directives portaining to the lynching of flyers? 
No, but a directive which s “a that if it would have beon put into 
oxecution thero would have been no wvjection to the lynchin.. In ny belief 


1 


aic also in othor irois polic: l .t or political leaders havo reccived 
opposite directives and they wohave. sordingly. 
d you receive any directi. s for the removal o 
with rogard to the Einsatzstab Rosen. < 
No, I was informed rogar “ini; 
presse I know thoy oxis’:cd but Í do not mow what its purpose 
was but the sano thing is * > of mny political leaders of coursce 
Did you recoil í i’ i s to foreign lavorors, so-callod 
slovo labor? 
did these 
course on the b of tho 3 of 
have any influenec on the cuployment and procuronent. Other 
directives reccived contained always sherecurrin; demand to treat then as 


wv VIIGI: 


decently as possible for reasons of croductivoness and for reasons of 
hwuenitye Social work was tho foro ound in the Gau leaders and the 
caro of forcizgnors also came for this season, The political leaders of th 

Krois loedors havo rocoive.l particular i ms from me to pay 

on for the caro of forc’ nors at their hand, Innuncrable 
personal visits at comps. convinecd me of the execution of these orders, 
the relationship of the political leaders to tho 

osganizaticns SS and SA? c j the aubhority organizatior ally of the 
»Olitical leaders ap that tine? 


Organizationally, the SS and SA were outside of the political 


loacers, Gau Loaders, kreis loaders a) ortsuruppon leaders were authorized 


to omploy these organizations within the framework of Specific party wrk, 


[a] 


2s the dclivory of propaganda forns and that sort of thing, to 


thorn in this work, 
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what was the sigificonce of the honorary appointment 
political leader to a servi gra... of such an organization? 
Lower ranks as honorary k: < fi pointed and givon out by 
organization loaders thensclv. e 
higher rankSe An honorary aprointment did not at the same tine 
gnify a service function or authority within the organization concerned. 
There were several reasons for cormissioning with such ranks, or instance, 
for sorvice for such on organization, in order to coordinate difforonces 
betwoon the organization, that is to say tacticnl reasons and sinilar 
roasonse 
Q What was tho rolationshin \otweon the political leaders 
was centrally 
within a state, The political acl cause of the nutual relationship 
of the organizations could not givo any politi ur other ord to the 
may have becn ons: where, not organizationally of course, 


but merely for personal and influc..*'al basis thore night have been, Tho 
political loaders had no authori to issuo those ordorse 

Q In how far was there © co: ion between party and 
so-callod personal union? s it tru net Reichs leaders and Ministors 
were together, and on tho Gau level Gan loader ant chstatthaltor, as 
woll os Gau leader and eich defocus ormissio that corroct? 

4, In tho first timo following t izv ‘i power a very pronounced 
personal union hac taken placce This p basically romained 
with tho Gau leadere Thore were mii rs who were Kreis leaders and 
those Who wero note Fro > Gau load level downward the separation 

porsona] union between the party and state officers were out, Tho 
principle was party office . stato office, Evon where there was a 


personal union this was to be sor 


In the Krois thus, there cs a soparation betwoon kreis leader 


and Landrat? 


4s long as there was such = thing a3 a porscml wione Letor 


the principle of separation wa pu: into effect, 
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Q Was there a separation between Ortsgruppen leader and liayor? 


+ 


hat also had beon soparates, but during war time for reasons of 


J 
of personnel, exceptions had been made, 
You also were a Gau leader = . Krois leader? 
Yose 


And also Reich defer o coz: sioner? 


Q Were theso functions unitec ‘`n order to facilitate pre 
for war? 
BY COL, ORLOV: 
I beolicve this question 
just discussede 
BY THE COM{ISSTIONER: 


I think the question is permissible, I do not think tho mswer is 


1 
of much valuc but that wald bo for the tribunal to decide. 
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prosecution charges that this fusion of party and state functions 
e in order to facilit bh preparationse 


r Ti COMRITSSIOGRs 


That is not the poi Wich i: whether the answer of the witness would 
be valuablee 
BY Dit. 


O° OW f: voro tho party, th- political leaders active in your Gau 


in tho sense which is characterize criminal in the charres 


VY 
bO 


What happened at your Gau on tho occasion of dissolution of trade 


unions? 


fhe occupation of the trado union houses was ordered without any 
sures taken against the wnion porsonalities. Tho officors 


ere transforred into functions of the DAF, 


In your Gau had there boen a struggle against the churches? 


lent cf church : orvices was prohibited It was 


prohivited to compel any party moncer of civil servant to rosin 


ns à Ma x + eas ° a " 3 . * > 
church, -20 order pertaining to the oxecution pf ministers of the party 


not executed up to and includin moro than 30 minist 


enained membors of the partye rsonal relationship to tho top lovels 


tho church, tho Protostant ac the tho 


lic, was gcvd until thon, My 
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political leaders in thd Gau wore tho sorice 


BY TIE COLMISSI OER: 
Dre SEIVATIUS, have you many moro questios? 
DY Die SE.VATIUS: 
There are only a fow quostions lofte 
Witness, just what instancos in your Gau pertainin; to 
are you aware of? 
u it is proveable that clear counter orders were 
a part of mistroatnent or killing 
-bout the persecution of the Jews in your Gau? 
question in tho first part of nys or 
so along with tho attonpt of 1938 but by the 

enploynent of polico and political loaders and Kreis leaders I have stopped ite 
Not a single Jow has suffored physical harm in Harburg, and aside 
fow vbrokon, windows no property damage has beon donee This can 
by the orders to the Kreis leaders that nothing should be 
mattor and that they woro responsiblo for ti within 
authoritye I havo attompted to stop 
by intervention with AM? Heydriche liy coeworkers arc 
Whon this was rejectod and-I did : succood in it I 
succeed in sceing that “ows over 60 v > not put in a gas chamber for 


Í what would happon with the Jows, that is t ay 
they would be ga i Is that what is charactorized as the final solution 
of tho 

political loaders considered it at that time as a solutione 
Did you yourself? 
4nd when I intervened and could not suceced in keeping the Jows 
of Ianburg in Hombur; of course attomptod to find out what would happen to 
thon, Tho ANT Heydrich at the time declared that the Hanburg Yows would be 
brought to the general sovermmonte Thore was alarge aren for their sottloment 
and that is where thoy would be sottled. That is the official information 
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that I got from ieydhrich when I asked what was going to happen to these peoplee 
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You have tostificd to the treatnent cf forcirn labororse 


Approxinetcly how many such foreign lLo»orors wore in your Gau? 


I should cstimate about 6040006 

ilo furthor questionse 

THE COMMISSIONER: 
Docs the prosecution wish 
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^œ with the matters that are proposed in the book for the soluticn of the problems 
of the Gernan JcvSe 
Q As to the racial theories, you did agree? 
à Noe I have seen from the very beginning a real dancer for Germany 


in the realization of the racial theories, 


~ 


Q Then you did not acree with Hitler's settling of international vroblens 


with arns? t 
A Noe I rather thought a revision course was to be followed. 
Especially as I was well aware that the Gau of Hamburg, of which I was in charge, 
would suffer the same way as it suffered during the First World War largely 
cue to internati>nal complicated warse 
So you thought that these internaticnal prcblens and questions should 
settled by peaceful ways only? 
Yes, that should have been the serious aim and that is my opinione 
Then I have to put it to you that in all the main questicns you did 
with Hitler? 
À I can only say that is not correct because for me the most important 
question was the recreating of a new social order and on this point I entire]y 
acrecd with Hitlere 


Q You did not understand mee I meant to say you do not an 
of the actions Hitler has taken during these last years, that is war, persecution 
of the Jews, execution cf millions of men, women and children, etcee? That you 
Go not approve of, do you? 

A \If the history of the origin of the war as it is showm toda by the 
Allies is correct, then now I cannot approve of the directions of Hitler. That 
I cmnot approve of is the inhuman treatmentof peoplee 

Q Have you often seen Hitler during the war? 

I have not seen him often t.t I have seen him several times, 
Have you discussed different mtters with him? 

Yese 

And Have you told him that you disapproved of all thöse matters? 


Only with regard to the matters of which I had knowledge at that time, 


him about several timese. 


QI should think that you in your capacity at the sane tire as Gau Leader 
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ud Kreis Leader and Reich defense cormissioner should have been aware of 

everything that fappened in your Gau? 

Aà Of course I had knowledge of everything that happened in ny Gau 
with the exception of such matters as were taken by the Gestapo or the SB or 
the things that happened in the concentration carpe As you know there was a 

concentration cam in my Gaue 

Q And you had no knowledge whatever of what the Gestapo did in your Gu? 

A Beforehand I never mow anything deout what they did and I only got 
information partially as to what had happened. I have friends that have tried 
to free politi cal enemies from concentration campse I have succecded in 
freeing the former Cormunistio deputics Walter and Wostfal fron tho eoncontration 


camps and many otherse 
Q Isn't it correct that the Chief <f the Gestapo was a member of the 
party too? 


A These party chiefs have chanced several times in Hamburg but I 


suppose they had been party memberse 


Q But in their capacity as party members they were your subordinates, 


isn't that correct? 

À In matters of organization, administf¥ation and in all cases the 
Gestapo men had priority before the party men and were always covered by their 
own organizatione 

Q And what meant the decree of the coordinaticn ana unity of the state 
and the party and what meant the personal wnion in the Gau and the different 
areas? 

i In my opinion this decree regarding the unity of the party and the 
state meant that the Deymty Fuehrer Hess as representative of the party was to 
take part in all the assemblies cf the Reich governrent,. 

Q And in the Gaus, this was not the same? 

A It was the same with the Gaus and to a certain extent, meaning that the 
Gau leader in his capacity as State official was informed about measures that 
were to be taken and could secure therefore the coordination of the matters by 
the State and the matters by the Party. 

Q In your Gau, were there many concentration camps? 

i. There was one, Neuengamme. 
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Have you visited this carp? 
I have visited it four times “uring eleven yearse 
What have you seen there? Ev. vthing was 0.Ke, or wasn't it? 

à What I have seen in the camp itself was 0.K., but in the labor assignment 
outside the canp I saw sometimes that ,risoners were strongly underfede | 

Q Have you perhaps heard some c plaints by these prisoners? 

4 I have irmediately taken action myself after I have seen that on the 
labor assignments and placements. It has then come to light that a firmwhich 
was to supply the prisoners with their a ready low rations had stolen part of 
these rations and this firm was then yunished, 

Q What have you dne to impreve those canps® 

à I had no influence whatever «ith those camps but in this case I have 
all the sare t akon action with regarce to the food situation of the prisoners. 
Even in my capacity as Gau leader and Reich defense commissioner if I wanted to 
visit the camp I had to have a special. i:ritten permission of the RSHi. 

Q How often have you visited t. Gestapo? 

Not even once 
Haven't you had some complain=s as to the mistreatment by the 
of some men or wonen? 

4 I think I know of two casese 

Q What cases were they? 

à I think I remember, no, I am sure I remember,one mse which was the case 
of Dre Schonfelcer, the 2nd of Hay, and in this case I have taken action 
ime diately and got him free, And the ctficer who was in charge and responsible 
for ths action was removed and punishede The second case was the case of Walter. 
Walter was the leader of the Intcrnati-nal League of Sailorse The foreign 
propaganda steted that the Gestpo hac ill treated this man in my presence. I 
therefore went there and questioned him and he answered the question with a 
clear "No and afterwards I had him f: 

Q Were you entitled therefore > interfere in all matters that happened 
in your Gau? 

A Noe As far as the Gestapo vw: concerned that is not correcte I was 


not entitled to interfere, However, i ‘ied and once in a while I succeeded. 
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Q It may be true that you were not entitled to give orders to the 
Gestapo officials, but however in your capacity as the most important person 
in your Gau and the oldest member of the party there you doubtless had the 
possibility tc report everything that happened either to Hitler himself 6r to 
other leaders? 

À I did not; or reasons of basic convictions, I immediately prote sted 
acainst the carrying out of the measures of the new organization of the Gestapoe 
Though I did not know what course the policy of the Gestapo would take later ony, 
opposed from the very beginning the establishment of the Gestapo and its being 
an independent organizati ne 

Q It is therefore correct that you did not agree with many a thing that 
happened in Germany during these last years? For instance, activities cf the 
Gestapo et&ée In spite of that you have remained a Gau leader until the last 
momente Was that 

À In every political party there are differences as tothe aims of the 
party and the policy that is to be followed to achieve those aims and with us 
there were such difference and on many matters I was in the oppositione As to 
the question of whether it was honest to renain in office, I cm only answer 
that there were only two ways open to mee That is for one, to resign my duties 
anc. ta take the consequences, that is to emigratce And the other was to remain 
in office and to try to help the people that were in my areae I have taken the 
latter c urse, of course, and whatever may be the judgment following on this 
course I still think that by this means I have helped many a man in Hanburg e 

No further questi nSe 

COM ESSIONER s 

Dre Servatius, do you wish to ask any questions in reeexaminati n? 

BY DRe SRRVATIUS: Noe 
BY THE CO'TISSIONER: We will now adjourn for ten minutcSe 
(COmmission then recessed at 1215 hours) 
The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 
KARL OTTO KAUFMANN taken on 16 July 1966 
Marjorie Shunney 
Reporter” 
Roberts 
Reporter 
CERTIFIED TOs 
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